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targeting non-Muslim  minorities,  particularly
addressing Article 26/Second, of the National Card
Law, which states (minor children in religion follow
those of the parents who converted to Islam) which
was approved by the Parliament On October 27, 2015,
in Iraq as it has become one of the causes of concern
for non-Muslim families, in addition to a major reason
for family migration and dispersal, coupled with other
issues such as legislation and practices that target
minorities in many forms in economic, sociological,
and other aspects... The study, initiated in early 2022
by CAPNI Organization for Humanitarian Aid and Ufuq
Organization for Development, seeks to focus on
proposing concrete recommendations that have the
potential to gain approval and bring about meaningful
changes to the above-mentioned law.

The study has identified various working mechanisms
and put 38 specific recommendations and concluding
observations aimed at urging Iraq to guarantee the
rights and protection of its minority populations. This
study offers a suitable opportunity to examine these
recommendations and observations with the relevant
governmental entities, leading to the development of
appropriate proposals for their implementation. The
procedures will involve the active participation of
minority representatives and non-governmental
organizations.



Irag must embrace its religious and ethnic diversity as
a source of strength and resilience. Embracing this
diversity leads to a vibrant, inclusive, and prosperous
society. By protecting and promoting diversity, Iraq can
pave the way for a brighter and more prosperous
future.

However, in contrast to the historical role of
ethnoreligious diversity in Iraq and the importance of
protecting and investing in it for the benefit of the
present and future of Iraqg, the reality experienced by
the minorities that make up this diversity carries
existential risks that threaten the sustainability and
continuity of this diversity.

These risks are represented in the legislative system
that includes unfair and discriminatory laws for
members of non-Muslim minorities, which requires
studying this imbalance and addressing it on the
principle of just citizenship.

This is one of the areas of interest and work of CAPNI
for Humanitarian Aid and UFUQ for Human
Development.

This study is one of the results of joint work between
the two organizations.

The study does not aim to provide a comprehensive
historical review of exclusionary policies towards
religious and ethnic minorities. Instead, it focuses on a
specific case of unjust laws and expulsion practices



Abstract:

Irag has long been recognized for its diverse
population which is composed of various ethno-
religious communities and cultural backgrounds. It is
also recognized as the most religiously diverse country
in the Middle East. With numerous religions having
emerged or passed through lIraq, this diversity was
expected to contribute to the country's cultural wealth
and serve as a valuable historical heritage.
Unfortunately, the political tensions and conflicts have
transformed Iraq into a worrisome Unsafe place for
these minorities who were once integral to the social
contextualization of Iraq, influencing various aspects
of society positively. In addition to their profound
depth in this land, religious minorities in Iraq are
distinguished by their cultural characteristics, as they
had alongside the Muslim majority, an important role
in coexistence, and fraternity despite the many shocks
to which the Iragi community was subjected to.

On the other hand, the political system produced clear
violations against these minorities, whether directly or
indirectly, beginning with the massacre of the Assyrian
Christians in 1933, the Pogrom (Farhood) against the
Jews, and the exclusion of the Baha'is and continuing
with the ostracism of the Mandaeans, the
extermination of the Yazidis, and the non-recognition
of Zoroastrianism and Kakai.
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